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ESOMr > itory. The Nati i w

Urceg SO ‘PC .ruposulm}, .1 ‘.k National Program for Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL), initiated
"’(‘jd-‘_'. is another joint venture between 11T and 11S¢ that promotes technology education. In
addition. the government launched the ambitious National Mission on Education through ICT for

deVQIOp the potential of 1CT across the length and breadth of the country. In Re° In. the government

Wdatiop. approved the National Mission on Education through ICT. The National Mission on Education

on ICT is a centally sponsored scheme submitted by the Ministry of Human Resource
vity With Dcvelopmen?t and approved by the Cabinet Committee on Finance (CCEA). The Mission has
must | planned various activities for developing and standardizing digital content for the Indian Higher
ot 18 Education Department. The mission envisages the education needs of 500 million people in the
G country.
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Challenges of ICT in Higher Education:
While we are honoring the role of ICT in the field of higher education, it is also important

to evaluate the issues and potential of implementation issues. The literature on ICT in education

-(?l\npulcr continues to show that it can help improve India's higher education system by providing greater
[ m.)n- equity. better access and improy ed quality. There is growing fear that information and
changing communication technology can move India towards becoming a knowledge society. but then
ng online does technology improve the quality of higher education in the country? According to a survey
learning of colleges approved by the GC in 2G. access to ICT systems in higher education institutions is
to many extremely weak. Since the majority of Indians living in rural areas lack internet, they need to be

ce again. wrained and trained in basic computing skills and ICT usage. Moreover, low awareness of IT
1ge in considering ICT implementation in higher education. According

literacy is a major challei
The Internet and Mobile Association of India

{o the International 'l clecommunications Union;
(TAMAI) report that many government institutions do not have adequate IT systems. India's

nulated a linguistic diversity requires the development of ¢
rural-urban distribution population as per census of 68.8484% and -

ontent in multiple languages to enhance I

to social; applications. In casc of
srowth of | .86% where most rural people do not speak English. I'herefore. the need to develop content has
| all official languages of India. While there are many challenges in the

become more important in

schools 11
development of vernacular

unities 10

content, especially due 10 the absence of script and font

can be problematic. In multilingual countries such as

Under standardization. computing vernacular
o The India. this standardization has become more difficult. However. this needs immediate attention.
BEg ic Due to the ambitious [C1 based initiatives in higher education. it is imperative to launch a clear
il
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action plan'.
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Information and communication technology has certainly made a huge difference .in
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education, but we still have 1o reach the desired ley el of adoption of information technology n
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educallon E 8 edieation. One of the major challenges 15 to make good use of the opportunities arising
;ophy . from the spread of 1C'] in the higher education s} stem. Ilm\wgl. it has become dn'lndlbpcn_.sablc
. an S eation asE will address some of the challenges facing the higher
pdent® support system for higher education - ¢ ; i
i . i the country. Moreover. it can provide education regardless of time and
give $ aian yatamie F T L | ilability of course material in education
i : ; 2 iraply ‘despread availability ot ¢ ateri
rog'ﬂm geographical constraints. Similesly, the widespread ave g "
l ledge can be shared through 1CTs. which can provide sood education. Technology can affect how
jlee an be shared throug B <
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